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Many thanks to the Noosa Yachting and Rowing Club for hosting an outstanding River Titles for 2010. With very light breezes from all directions, the race committee managed to get in all five races for the senior’s and only one abandoned race out of the five for the junior fleet. The postponement flag was seen regularly and the snow cone machine got a full work out in between races. Full sunshine and warm temperatures imitated a summer regatta and made for pleasant spectating. With such light wind, tactics played an essential role for the whole fleet of 25 1up’s and 12 2up sabots. Our young sailors showed great patience and skill to compete in the strong currents and patchy wind. 

Playing the shifts and attempting to stay out of the current worked well for Southport sailor, Tom Siganto in Guided Missile, who won the title by one point from Lachie Robba in his new boat Home Brew. Third overall was Hayden Johnson sailing Stay Tuned followed by Stuart Skinner in Out of Reach, with a difference again of only one point. The close racing continued with Fraser Smith in Swordfish with 5th spot and Zane Comadira sailing Conquistador in 6th. Trevor Koreman in Cookie Munster and Dylan Baguley in Sailfish tied for 7th place, with Lily and Liam Geck (in that order) rounding out the top 10 places. Carissa Bridge is continuing her good form with consistent sailing in The Wobbly Boot, achieving 11th overall and local sailor Hunter Vercoe in My Bad, had an impressive regatta coming 12th. We also saw some great sailing coming from the middle of the fleet with Natasha Steiger, Sarah Dahl, and Maggie Bowden all showing flashes of brilliance and ending up with good results. 

In the juniors, the close contest between Class Act with Nichole and Jack Carter and Wally’s Weapon sailed by Ezra Pritchard and Abby Siganto came down to the wire with a count back determining the result and Class Act (Jack) walking away with the trophy. Ben Markey and his crew Andy Russell came a convincing 3rd in NOS with Allegro sailed by locals Josh Bartils and Daniel Moran came 4th overall. Christina Bowden and her new crew Jenna Camilleri sailed well to make it to 5th spot in Think ‘n Pink and local sailors Isabell Addison and Chloe Saw sailing Firefox did a good job to finish 6th. A disappointing regatta for experienced 2 up sailor Harry White and his crew Carlton Smith, with 2 OCS’s on the Sunday that dropped him down the leader board after a well earned 3rd on the Saturday. But as all good sailors know unless you get a few OCS’s now and then, you’re not trying hard enough. It was good to see a great turn up of new 2 up kids smiling and having a good time even with the tricky conditions on the Noosa River.

The spectators noticed all the sailors improved boat handling skills as they attempted to keep their boats moving in such light, difficult conditions throughout the weekend. Well done to all the sailors and looking forward to seeing you all at the Bay Titles to be held on the 11th and 12th of September at Mooloolaba. Again thank you to the Noosa Yachting and Rowing Club and the many volunteers for making the weekend a memorable one for the sailors, parents and spectators on and off the water.
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